
Evidence Search Methods 

Introduction 

 

There are five methods routinely used to recover evidence.  Read the information 
below to learn more about each method. 

Wheel Method 

 
Begin the search in the middle of the scene. Pick out a landmark and walk in a 
direct line searching the area immediately in front of you. When the landmark has 
been reached, turn and walk the same path back to the originating point. At the 
originating point choose another point of reference and repeat this search 
method until you have gone in a complete circle.  This search method is effective 
in small areas. 
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Spiral Method 

 

Start the search at a selected point at the edge of the scene. Walk in a circular 
pattern to the center of the scene, with the circle getting smaller as you approach 
the center. This search method is effective in small areas. 

Strip Method 

 

Start the search at the southeast corner of the area. Walk north in a straight line, 
keeping parallel with the east edge until reaching the north edge of the scene. 
Then, take two (2) steps west and walk south in a line parallel to the first path 
until reaching the south edge of the scene. This process is repeated until 
reaching the west edge of the scene. This method works well in a large area. 
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Point to Point Method 

 

Go to the first piece of evidence, process it, then go to the next piece of 
evidence. Repeat this process until all evidence has been processed and 
collected. This method works well in small or confined areas. 

Zone Method 

 
Divide the scene to be searched into quadrants. Additional personnel may be 
used, or the investigator can perform the search independently. Personnel 
searching each quadrant may use any method they choose. This method works 
well in large areas. In very large search sites, the quadrant may be subdivided to 
effectively search the crime scene with all personnel available. 
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