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The 
Forensic 
Autopsy

Trace 
Evidence 
Assistance

Latent 
Fingerprint 
Assistance

Forensic 
Anthropology

Forensic 
Identification

WHAT DOES MORGUE 

ASSISTANCE  ENCOMPASS?



TRACE EVIDENCE 

ASSISTANCE

http://ejdissectingroom.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/edmond_locard_at_work.jpg?w=300&h=242



Forensic 
Pathologists 
performed this 
duty.

Would you 
please come 
to the 
morgue and 
look at this??

This is now  
part of  your 
responsibility 
as a Trace 
Evidence 
Examiner.

HISTORY OF THIS SERVICE AT THE TARRANT CO.  

MEDICAL  EXAMINER’S  OFFICE

1990

Prior to 

1990

1990 to Present



THE  DECEASED BODY 

AS  A  CRIME  SCENE

http://www.thisnext.com/item/A4DA0D20/Drop-Dead-Rug-Alex-Carpenter


Request, 
History 

and 
Security

Photography
Collection 
of Trace 
Materials

The 

Hands

Gunshot 
Residue

Sexual 
Assault Kit

Removal of 
Clothing

Final 
Survey

THE BODY SCENE



REQUEST,  HISTORY 

AND SECURITY



Medical 
Examiners

Who 
requests 

this service 
and 

provides 
history?

Law 
Enforcement 

Agencies



Security

Treatment 
of  body 
prior to 
delivery 

Restricted 
Access

Treatment 
of  body 

while at the 
morgue

Special 
Room



PHOTOGRAPHY



Overall

Midrange

Close-up



METHODICAL 

COLLECTION  OF  TRACE  

EVIDENCE



Head to toe 
examination of  
decedent and 
clothing to 

identify foreign 
materials.

Gunshot 

Residue

Ligatures, 
wounds,  

tapes, etc.

Hairs and 

Fibers

Paints, 
Polymers & 

Stuff
Glass

Biological

Impressions



THE  HANDS



Particulates 
and 

Residues
GSR DNA

Tweezers – SEM Stubs – Sterile Swabs and Sterile Water



GUNSHOT  

RESIDUES





SEXUAL ASSAULT 

KIT



Pubic Hair 
Combing

Fingernail 
Cuttings

Known Hair 
Standards (100)

Other

Oral 

Anal

Vaginal

Smears

Oral

Anal

Vaginal/Penile

Peri

Breasts

Other

Swabs

SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT 



SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT



REMOVAL OF 

CLOTHING







Firearms Related

• Distance Determinations

Trace Materials and DNA

• Hit and Run

• Homicides

Impressions

• Footwear/Tiretread/Tools

• Blood, Grease, Paint, Etc.



FINAL SURVEY




