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Forensic Science Training  
Development and Delivery Program 

•     Overview of the solicitation and program 
•     NIJ “Training” webpage 
•     Training courses: 
 Web-based training modules 
 Workshops and symposiums 
 Intensive training courses (>16 weeks) 
•     Continuing education units and training certificates 

All training courses are provided at NO-COST to state and local 
forensic science and criminal justice practitioners.  This includes 
travel, lodging, and per diem associated with the course. 



Training Solicitation 
To address the critical need for training, NIJ seeks proposals for: 
•    Development and delivery of new forensic science   
 training curricula 
•    Delivery of existing curricula to deliver content 
     through various training mechanisms 

Delivery mechanisms: 
 Traditional classroom  Web-based 
 Hands-on laboratory    “Blended” learning 

Priority content areas: 
Vary by year and are determined by the needs of the forensic 
science community 
  
  



Funding Mechanism 

What is not funded:  State and local law enforcement agency 
requests for forensic science training 

State, local governments, non-profit, for 
profit, institutions of higher education, etc. 

Application 

Registration costs 
Travel, lodging, per diem 

State and local forensic analysts and 
criminal justice practitioners 

Registration, applications, 
information about course 



NIJ Training Website 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/training/welcome.htm 



DNA Web-based Training 
•    Web-based training: dna.gov 
•    Forensic Training Network: 
       Online Self-Learning Modules for New Forensic DNA Analysts 

    * Fundamental Biology & Genetics of Forensic DNA Testing 
    * Forensic DNA Testing Basics 
    * Biological Evidence Screening & Serology 
    * Forensic DNA Testing Markers & Methods 
    * DNA Extraction for Forensic STR Analysis 
    * DNA Quantification for Forensic STR Analysis 
    * Forensic STR Amplification 
    * Capillary Electrophoresis for Forensic STR Analysis 
    * Forensic STR Data Analysis 
    * Forensic STR Data Interpretation 
    * Forensic DNA Testing Quality Assurance & Validation 
    * Forensic DNA Databases & Courtroom Considerations  

http://www.forensic-training-network.com 



DNA Workshops 
•  Marshall University:  
   Advanced DNA Technologies Training  
  ABI 3130 Capillary Electrophoresis 
                GeneMapper™ ID Data Analysis and Capillary Electrophoresis artifacts 
 YSTR Analysis Training 
  Y-STR Introduction and History 
  Y-STR Real-Time PCR using the Applied Biosystems 7500: 
  Y-STR Statistics and Utilizing the US Y-STR Database 

•  Florida International University: Workshops in Advanced   
     DNA Typing Analysis and Population Statistics 

•  NFSTC: DNA - Emerging Technologies Workshops 

•  Boston University: Complex DNA Mixture Analysis 
Course material will be available on-line for most courses 



General Forensics Web-based Training 
Firearm Examiner Training:  
Information addressed in this interactive training program is delivered in fourteen 
modules, including:  firearms history, manufacturing, ammunition, firearms and 
projectiles examination, evidence collection, residue, comparisons and toolmarks. 

http://projects.nfstc.org/firearms/ 



Forensiced.org 



General Forensics Workshops 
•    McCrone College of Microscopy:  
 Modern Polarized Light 
  Scanning Electron Microscopy 
 Particle Isolation, Manipulation and Mounting 
 Infrared Microscopy (FTIR) 
 Raman Microscopy 

•    Pattern Evidence Training at NFSTC 

•    ATF National Firearms Examiner Training Academy 

•    Basic and Advanced Medicolegal Death Investigation Training at 
    New York City - Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

•   Leadership Assessment: Developing the Next Generation of Leaders at   
    NERFI 



Important Information 
•    Training courses are posted on NIJ’s “Training” page prior to 

registration opening 

•    Email subscription 

•    Registration/applicant selection/travel arrangements: Grantee 
 (Educational institution holding the training course) 

•    Feedback/comments/training needs: 
brigid.obrien@usdoj.gov 


